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Copyright
© 1986-1988, 1992 by Adobe Systems Incorporated. Permission to copy without
fee all or part of this material is granted provided that the copies are not made or
distributed for direct commercial advantage and the Adobe copyright notice ap-
pears. If the majority of the document is copied or redistributed, it must be distrib-
uted verbatim, without repagination or reformatting. To copy otherwise requires
specific permission from the Adobe Systems Incorporated.

Licenses and Trademarks
PostScript is a trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated. All instances of the
name PostScript in the text are references to the PostScript language as defined by
Adobe Systems Incorporated unless otherwise stated. The name PostScript also is
used as a product trademark for Adobe Systems’ implementation of the PostScript
language interpreter.

Any references to a “PostScript printer,” a “PostScript file,” or a “PostScript
driver” refer to printers, files, and driver programs (respectively) which are writ-
ten in or support the PostScript language. The sentences in this specification that
use “PostScript language” as an adjective phrase are so constructed to reinforce
that the name refers to the standard language definition as set forth by Adobe
Systems Incorporated.

PostScript, the PostScript logo, Display PostScript, Adobe, the Adobe logo,
Adobe Illustrator, Aldus, PageMaker, TIFF, OPI, TrapWise, Tran-Script, Carta,
and Sonata are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated or its subsidiaries, and
may be registered in some jurisdictions.

Apple, LaserWriter, and Macintosh are registered trademarks and Finder and
System 7 are trademarks of Apple, Computer, Inc. Microsoft and MS-DOS are
registered trademarks and Windows is a trademark of Microsoft Corporation.
UNIX is a registered trademark of UNIX System Laboratories, Inc., a wholly
owned subsidiary of Novell, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their
respective owners.

Production Notes
This document was created electronically using Adobe PageMaker® 6.0.
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Introduction

About this Specification

This document describes TIFF, a tag-based file format for storing and interchang-
ing raster images.

History
The first version of the TIFF specification was published by Aldus Corporation in
the fall of 1986, after a series of meetings with various scanner manufacturers and
software developers. It did not have a revision number but should have been la-
beled Revision 3.0 since there were two major earlier draft releases.

Revision 4.0 contained mostly minor enhancements and was released in April
1987. Revision 5.0, released in October 1988, added support for palette color
images and LZW compression.

Scope
TIFF describes image data that typically comes from scanners, frame grabbers,
and paint- and photo-retouching programs.

TIFF is not a printer language or page description language. The purpose of TIFF
is to describe and store raster image data.

A primary goal of TIFF is to provide a rich environment within which applica-
tions can exchange image data. This richness is required to take advantage of the
varying capabilities of scanners and other imaging devices.

Though TIFF is a rich format, it can easily be used for simple scanners and appli-
cations as well because the number of required fields is small.

TIFF will be enhanced on a continuing basis as new imaging needs arise. A high
priority has been given to structuring TIFF so that future enhancements can be
added without causing unnecessary hardship to developers.
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Features
• TIFF is capable of describing bilevel, grayscale, palette-color, and full-color

image data in several color spaces.
• TIFF includes a number of compression schemes that allow developers to

choose the best space or time tradeoff for their applications.
• TIFF is not tied to specific scanners, printers, or computer display hardware.
• TIFF is portable. It does not favor particular operating systems, file systems,

compilers, or processors.
• TIFF is designed to be extensible—to evolve gracefully as new needs arise.
• TIFF allows the inclusion of an unlimited amount of private or special-purpose

information.


